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As humans, we have the 
capacity to feel, empathize, 
love, and mourn loss … We 
need to pay attention … 
creating educational 
experiences that are held, felt, 
and disruptive might just be 
the basis for learning that is, 
indeed, transformational. 
(Jickling, p. 28)



Participants – Maddy and 
Vicky



Maddy



Well, it was kind of like an extreme sorrow … and also shame … 
Because inside those chicks, I could see things that I use every day… it 
made me feel very deep sorrow and impotence initially, but then it’s 
made me feel a bit more like I must do something.



I show them the picture of an albatross chick, cute and fluffy … it links 
to the curriculum in so many different areas. So, the first time I showed 
it was when we were doing art and it was about appreciating the work 
of a digital artist.



And, I instantly had … one parent in particular … who is very articulate 
and just asked me why I’d done it. Not in an aggressive or angry or 
challenging way, but just wanting to know why, because it had really 
upset their child. I … explained that it was about art but that I also think 
that it’s important for kids to be exposed to some realities in a safe 
way. So, I felt like I could introduce those things to them without shame 
or fear and talk to them about what we can do … A way of positively 
responding to this. But also, I have to admit, I knew that those images 
would stick with them.



I expanded the image and we looked 
at exactly what was in the stomach … 
milk bottle lids, for example … We 
talked about that and how we can use 
it for art and how we just must never, 
ever … let them get into the ocean, 
whatever we do.



And then that turned into a conversation with parents later on, where 
their kids have taken off down the beach, chasing plastic bags and 
running a million miles an hour and their parents are screaming at 
them to come back.



I knew the sort of teacher I wanted to be and that part of the reason 
that I got into teaching was for social justice reasons … to hopefully 
make a difference … So, I knew it would be risky but I also felt that I 
could always justify it...If I can tell them [parents] why and I can assure 
them that their kids are still being protected, they’re okay … It’s a risk 
worth taking because we have no option, but to take the risk.



Relationships are really important. I think they know that I care about 
them and their role in the world … if you’re going to show them stuff 
like that, that’s potentially very scary, they need to be able to trust you 
when you say, it’s going to be okay. You can do something … it’s 
calculated exposure to danger … I think I can make them feel safe and I 
think it’s worth the risk.



Vicky



I don’t use those particular images myself for the reason being is that 
people tend to be quite focused on their own region … I’ve got images 
of animals from here, from Australia and from Queensland... so that 
they have that personal connection.





I would then give them a talk about marine debris and the impacts and 
what happens … I would show images of the stuff that was being pulled 
out of the turtle guts. In particular, it is not uncommon for us to find 
lolly [candy] wrappers, for example … that the kids recognize, and again 
it’s that personal connection.



The kids are really sympathetic. Kids are black and 
white, they are very “This is wrong, turtles are dying, 
why are we doing this and why are we not stopping 
it?” … … I have had nothing but positive responses.



Those schools that had invited me because they were having a litter 
problem in the playground … report back to me saying that the kids 
then start self-policing. If they see another kid on the playground 
dropping something the catch cry is, “Pick that up, you’re going to kill a 
sea turtle!”



Kids, I think, are a lot more resilient than we remember them being...I 
think it’s been a very positive way to show the children this is what’s 
happening. … Look … here’s a chip packet that looks very similar to the 
chip packet that … you had chips in this afternoon. That’s a problem, 
that’s something to be watching out for.



Because they get it … They understand if I do this, this equals this 
… they do know that the decisions they make as an individual will have 
downstream consequences on what ends up happening. The other 
positive thing about showing that to kids is the kids go home and tell 
their parents … If you can talk to the kids, and then the kids take those 
messages home, then you perhaps have a multigenerational change 
around things such as marine debris.
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