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Background

• Children under 5 has rapid development and are promoted to develop in 
all areas: motor, language, cognition, social-emotion

• Support provided for children’s early learning and development is one 
of the core goals in early childhood education (Viet Nam Campaign of 
Development of Early Childhood Education from 2018 to 2025)

• Viet Nam includes the Kinh (Viet) people and 53 ethnic minority groups

• Children from ethnic minority groups generally live in remote areas and 
have a low social-economic status

• Few studies have been conducted that examine early learning and 
development of Vietnamese children from ethnic minority groups or the 
support to which these children have access.

Source: tnvc.vn



Research aims

• What are support provided to promote early 
learning and development for children from ethnic 
minority groups in Viet Nam?

Source: tnvc.vn



Participants

• 261 Vietnamese children

• Aged: under 5 years old

• Lived in mountainous provinces

• Sìn Hồ (Lai Châu province)

• Kon Plong (Kontum province)

• Ethnic groups
• Lai Chau: Hmong (n = 56)

Yao (n = 33)

Lu (n = 42)

• Kontum: M’nam (n = 63)

Sedang (n = 75)

• Attended preschools

• Main campus

• Village campus

Source: quyhoachvietnam.com



Procedure

• Children’s parents 
completed questionnaires 
(n = 261) 

• Observation checklists of 
preschool classroom
(n = 38)

• Observation checklists of 
home visits
(n = 24)

• School-year reports
(n = 8)

Locations
Sìn Hồ

(n)

Kon 

Plong

(n)

Total 

(n)

Classroom observation 

checklist
20 18 38

Main campus 14 10 22

Village campus 6 8 16

Parent questionnaire 131 130 261

Including:  Father 42 51 93

Mother 89 87 176

Ethnic     H'mông 56 - 56

Dao 33 - 33

Lự 42 - 42

M'nâm - 63 63

Xê Đăng - 75 75

Home visit checklist 12 12 24

School-year report 4 4 8



1. Home support

1.1. Parents’ understanding on support for children’s learning and 
development

• Understanding children’s development areas: Fully Understand (1.91%) –
Partly Understand (62.93%) – Don’t understand (35.26%)

• Understanding learning support for children: Fully Understand (1.53%) –
Partly Understand (66.66%) – Don’t understand (31.38%) 

• Recognising characteristics of children’s development areas in motor and 
language skills, but not cognition or emotion

• Providing activities to promote children’s learning: Talking to children, 
Playing with children

• Better understanding on learning support than in children’s development areas

• Parents in KonPlong have better understanding than those in Sin Ho

• High correlation between parents’ knowledge on learning support and 
children’s development (r = .06)

Results



1. Home support
1.2. Activities promoting children’s learning and development at home

Results

Activities Sìn Hồ (%) Kon Plông (%) Total (%)

Children 

under 36 

months

(n= 92)

Children 

36- 59 

months

(n= 65)

Children 

under 36 

months

(n= 54)

Children 

36- 59 

months

(n= 47)

Children 

36- 59 

months

(n= 146)

Children 

36- 59 

months

(n= 112)

Story and picture book reading 7.17 27.69 18.51 25.53 10.95 17.85

Story telling 26.08 35.38 37.03 48.93 30.13 41.07

Sing for or sing with children 50.0 53.84 68.51 78.72 56.84 64.28

Going outside and teaching

about surrounding

35.86 50.76 25.92 68.08 32.19 58.03

Playing with children 85.86 60.00 87.03 87.23 86.30 71.42

Naming, counting and painting

with children

30.43 64.61 31.48 70.21 23.97 66.96

Doing other activities with

children

1.08 1.50 0 0 0.68 0.89

In total 33.69 41.97 38.35 54.10 34.44 47.06



1. Home support

1.2. Activities promoting children’s learning and development at home

• Rate of children joining in learning activities with adults was: 39.92%

• Correlation between parents’ knowledge on children development and 
children’s participation in community activities (r = 0.24)

1.3. Children access to learning materials at home

• Children access to learning materials in home: 9.52%

• Correlation between children participating in activities with adults and 
accessing to learning materials (r = 0.59)

• Correlation between parents’ understanding and children accessing to learning 
materials at home (r = 0.44)

Results

Source: tnvc.vn



1. Home support
Results

Materials

Sìn Hồ

(n = 157)

Kon Plông

(n = 102)

Total

(n = 259)

n % n % SL %

Books at home 18 11.46 11 10.78 29 11.19

Toys at home 19 12.10 12 11.76 31 10.69

Outdoor playing equipment

at home

7 4.45 7 0.68 14 5.40

Total 9.34 9.80 9.52

1.3. Children access to learning materials at home Source: tnvc.vn



2. Preschool support

2.1. National policies

• Lunch package provided: increasing attendance rate (over 90%)

• Promoting Vietnamese language for ethnic minority children in preschool and 
primary schools (phase 2016-2020)

• Action Plan on Education Development for ethnic minority groups (2010-15)

2.2. Support provided to increase teaching skills for preschool teachers

• Manual of teaching ethnic minority children

• Professional development trainings: e.g., Promoting Vietnamese language

2.3. Educational management

• Guidance from department of education and training

2.4. Support for preschools from NGOs

• Bilingual education (Unicef)

• Preschool education in disadvantaged regions (Plan International, Save the 
Children)

Results



2. Preschool support

2.5. Preschool teachers’ teaching skills

• Teaching skills appropriate with ethnic minority children (12.4/ 28 points)

• Extra support (e.g., time) provided for children

• Teaching methods and activities: limited

• Language barriers: Vietnamese vs ethnic languages

Results
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2. Preschool support

2.5. Relationship between preschool teachers’ and children

• Positive relationship: Appropriate attitude, encouragement, proximity

• Teachers’ authority: Listen to teachers

• Correlation between teachers’ teaching methods and children’s comfort and 
engagement at preschools (r = 0.82) 

Results

2.6

0

0

2.6

21.1

0

26.3

52.6

5.3

21.1

39.5

18.4

18.4

10.5

36.8

52.6

68.4

57.9

15.8

50

28.9

7.9

42.1

10.5

0

44.7

31.6

34.2

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Có những cử chỉ, hành động giao tiếp gần gũi khuyến khích trẻ

Chấp nhận các ý tưởng, phát hiện của trẻ, khuyến khích …

Trò chuyện , đáp lại và lắng nghe trẻ

Khen ngợi thành công của trẻ, kể cả những việc bị coi là nhỏ …

Không hạn chế trẻ sử dụng đồ dùng đồ chơi, học liệu đã …

Giao cho trẻ các nhiệm vụ tạo cơ hội cho trẻ tự mình …

Các sản phẩm của tất cả trẻ đều được trưng bày  vừa …

Hầu hết Trên một nửa Dưới một nửa Không có/rất ít



2. Preschool support

2.6. Teaching and learning materials at preschools

• Handmade teaching materials

• Encouraging parents to make teaching materials with preschool teachers

• Increasing book quantity

• Creating library corners at preschools

Results



3. Community support

3.1. “Club of Parents of children under 8”: 38 clubs, 300 members

• Sin Ho:  8 clubs, 200 members

• KonPlong: 30 clubs, 698 members

3.2. “Club of Book Reading and Playing”: 40 clubs, 1152 members

• Sin Ho: 10 clubs, 280 members

• Kon Plong: 30 clubs, 872 members

3.3. Volunteering 

• Guidance from department of education and training

 Children have opportunities to access to learning materials, make friends

 Parents exchanges knowledge, experience, 

But

Activities for the clubs: very limited

 Depending on projects funded by NGOs

Results



Conclusion

• Support provided for children’s early learning and development in home, 
preschool and community environments

• Children under 3 received less support than older children

• Sin Ho has better support than in Kon Plong

• Similar support provided among ethnic groups

 Results provide data on early learning and development of children from 
ethnic minority groups

 Suggestion for developing of a country campaign on support early learning 
and development of children from ethnic minority groups in Viet Nam.
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