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Urdu

■ Commonly spoken in
– Pakistan, India

■ Dialects and variants 
– Bhojpuri, Bihari, Deccani, Dhakaiya, Haryanvi, and Hyderabadi

■ Writing
– Right to left. Perso-Arabic script. 
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Urdu Map
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Urdu
Speech Components
■ Consonants (38): /p, ph, b, bh, t,̪ th̪, d,̪ dh̪, ʈ, ʈh, ɖ, ɖh, k, kh, ɡ, ɡh, q, Ɂ, m, n, ŋ, r, ɽ, f, 
v, s, z, ʃ, ʒ, ɣ, x, h, ʧ, ʧh, ʤ, ʤh, j, l/ 

■ Consonant clusters (15): /st,̪ rz, rs, rf, ft,̪ rd,̪ rt,̪ bt,̪ rʤ, rk, lk, ns, xt,̪ rɡ, ʃt/

■ Vowels (23+15): /iː, ĩː, uː, ũː, eː, ẽː, oː, õː, ɔː, ɔ̃ː , æː, æ̃ː, ɑː, ɑ̃ː , ɪ, ɪ,̃ ʊ, ʊ̃, e, ə, ə,̃ o, æ/ 
and /ɑːɪ, əeː, əiː, ɑːeː, ɑːiː, ɑːoː, oːiː, uːiː, ɑːe, ӕɑː, eɑː, əĩː, ɪõː, ɪũː, ɑːẽ/

■ Tones (0): None 
■ Phonotactic restrictions: C(0-1)V (1-2) C(0-2) 

■ Prosody: Urdu is a syllable-timed language (Hussain, 1997; M. O. Khan, 2011).
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Urdu
Age of Acquisition
■ Consonants 

– 3 years of age: /p, b, t,̪ th̪, d,̪ m, j, l/ 
– 4-5 years of age: /ph, d̪h , ʈ , ʈh, ɖ, ɖʰ, k, kh ɡ, ɡʰ, n, ŋ, r, ɽ, f, v, s, z, ʃ, ʒ, h, ʧ, ʧh, ʤ, ʤʰ/ 
– After 5 years: /bʰ, q, ʔ, x, ɣ/ 

■ Consonant clusters 
– Not studied

■ Vowels
– Not studied

■ Tones
– Not applicable
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Urdu
Speech Development
■ Percentage correct

– PCC: 28.01% at 2;6 years (Mumtaz, 2017) increasing to 82.06% at 7;0 
years (Ali, 2017) 

– PPC: 65.79% at 3;6 years (Zahra, 2016) increasing to 90.34% at 7;0 years 
(Ali, 2017) 

■ Intelligibility
– Not studied

■ Common phonological patterns
– Fronting, stopping, devoicing, nasal assimilation, medial consonant 

deletion, final consonant deletion, deletion of aspiration, addition of 
aspiration (Ambreen & To, 2021)
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Urdu
Children with Speech Sound Disorders
■ Also called

– Articulation and phonological disorder

■ Research has focused on 
– Prevalence and assessment of children with speech sound disorders

■ Studies (examples)
– Children with speech sound disorders (Noveen et al., 2017)
– Children with analog (AHA) and digital hearing aids (DHA) (Majid et al., 2012)
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Urdu
Speech Assessments
■ Urdu Wordlist 

– (Shabbir & Zahra, 2016)

■ Test of Articulation and Phonology of Urdu (TAAPU) 
– (Noveen et al., 2017)

■ Urdu Articulation Screening Test (UAST) 
– (Muzaffar et al., 2019)

■ Urdu Speech Assessment Test (USAT) 
– (Ambreen & To, 2022)
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Urdu
Speech Interventions
■ No language-specific interventions
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