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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome intellectual audience. We have arranged this Yarning session to connect with each other and get to know each other. Hope we are going to have a fruitful discussion
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Acknowledgement of the country

Family’s voices and play-based learning 

I would like to acknowledge the Wiradjuri, Ngunawal, Gundungurra
and Biripai (or Biripi) peoples of Australia, who are the traditional 
owners and custodians of the lands on which CSU’s campuses are 
located and pay respect to their Elders both past and present.
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An overview of the session

Yarning circle discussion combined:

 Discussion- Keynotes speech (5-8 minutes) –please watch 
keynotes 1 and 6 before you join the session

 Group Discussion (10 minutes) - family voices (~4 groups) and 
play-based learning (~3 groups)

 Groups report back to the whole group (each group 3-4 minutes)

 Key messages (5 minutes)

Presentation title - to add as footer, select 'Insert > Header & Footer'
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ECV2022 Keynote Speaker 1

Title: Young children’s learning by observing and pitching in
Barbara Rogoff, University of California-Santa Cruz, USA

Aim: To investigate learning, by observing potential collaborative 
opportunities in family situations, community endeavours, and science 
education

Conclusions: Depending on their cultural experience, children‘s approach to 
collaborative situations may be tailored to the expectations of the setting --
whether collaboration is expected and valued or whether dividing activities is 
a more usual way of working together.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is your take home message from this
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ECV2022 Keynote Speaker 6

Title: Innovations in early childhood: Understanding and responding to 
children’s needs through effective assessment
Cathrine Neilsen-Hewett, University of Wollongong, Australia

Aim: The presentation introduces the audience to the Early Years Toolbox, a 
set of playful tools (activities and games) that provide early childhood 
educators with actionable information about children’s progress in key areas 
of learning and development.

Conclusions: The practitioners will discuss how they have used the Toolbox 
with children, support gained through coaching and mentoring, and the 
impact it has had on their practice with children and families.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices

203, 208, 211, 215, 217, 221, 222, 231, 238, 245, 246, 253, 268, 281, 288, 
291, 300, 308, 309, 310, 312

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices

ECV2022-203 - Including same-sex families in early childhood settings in 
Australia: Perspectives of parents of Chinese ancestry

Aim: This study explored the perceptions of parents of Chinese ancestry in Australia 
to better understand parents’ perspectives on including same-sex families in EC 
settings.

Results: (1) Parents expressed an overall resistance and reluctance to support 
young children learning about same-sex families. (2) Parents felt compelled to 
exercise boundaries and control over their own children’s education in response to 
changing attitudes towards same-sex families in Australian society; and (3) There 
was an absence of focus on diverse family structures in EC settings their children 
attended.

Conclusions: Parents require evidence-based information to alleviate potential 
concerns and practitioners require dedicated training to gain confidence in building a 
collaborative partnership with all families to include same-sex families.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices
ECV2022-208 - Supporting early years transitions for children with 
refugee and asylum-seeker backgrounds: A scoping review

Aim: To understand what is known in the academic literature about children 
and families who are refugees or asylum-seekers and their experiences of 
accessing and participating in early years education and care services and 
the first year of school.

Conclusions: The positive transition of children with refugee and asylum-
seeker status into early years education and care services and schools 
requires educators and educational systems that are supportive of and 
responsive to the unique combination of challenges these families face. The 
academic literature provided guidance for supporting families with refugee 
and asylum-seeker status, and it revealed several areas that require further 
exploration.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices
ECV2022-211 - Speech intervention for rural Australian children

Aim: The overarching aim of this mixed-methods effectiveness study was to 
examine the effect of using the SayBananas! app with children with speech 
sound disorders and to document their usage and feedback.

Conclusions: This study demonstrated that the SayBananas! app provides a 
viable solution for access to speech practice for rural Australian children with 
speech sound disorders and can improve speech accuracy on treated words.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices
ECV2022-215 - Young children’s experiences of parental deployment within a 
defence family: Building research-based resources 

Aim: To explore young children’s experiences and understandings within an 
Australian Defence Force (ADF) family

Results: Children’s experiences included: stressors and responses, family 
mobility, increased family stress and parental fatigue, family role flexibility, 
various communication tools, protective factors, family and meta-narratives, 
ritual, acculturation, development of coping strategies, and models for resilience. 
Alarmingly, the results showed a dearth of early childhood resources to build 
children’s ability to make sense of their experiences before starting school. The 
parents communicated how isolated and unsupported the lack of resources made 
them feel and early childhood educators reported difficulty adapting Australian 
resources developed for primary-school aged children. The parents and 
educators asked for young children’s eBooks, hard copy books, apps, and 
programs.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices
ECV2022-221 - Harnessing collaborative research approaches to adapt 
early childhood service models for rural communities

Aim: To explore the extent to which an Australian metropolitan service model 
for specialist (level 2) child and family health services can be implemented in 
rural and regional areas.

Results: This research identified that established CFH service models can be 
implemented in diverse contexts; however, scope for adaptation must be built 
into such service models. Flexibility and time are required to effectively 
engage, consult with, and co-produce innovative and culturally safe service 
adaptations, drawing on community strengths while addressing local needs.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices
ECV2022-222 - Parents’ and teachers’ perceptions after the 
implementation of the Pragmatic Intervention Programme (PICP)

Aim: This study aims to analyse parents’ and teachers’ perceptions after 
implementing the Pragmatic Intervention Programme (PICP) in preschool-
age children with ASD and DLD.

Conclusions: The results indicate that parents and teachers considered this 
intervention appropriate and effective for improving the pragmatic skills of 
preschool-age children with DLD and ASD. Evidence-based improvements in 
multiple contexts are essential to ensure generalisation and therefore 
parents’ and teachers’ perspectives should be considered as a valuable 
outcome in future trials and clinical practice.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices
ECV2022-231 - Social and emotional impacts of home learning for children 
during the COVID-19 pandemic: What the literature is telling us

Aim: To summarise research that has emerged regarding the potential social 
and emotional impacts of home learning for children during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Conclusions: The research highlights the important role played by schools in 
supporting the social and emotional wellbeing of children. Emerging scholarship 
had also drawn attention to existing socioeconomic inequalities for children 
which were exacerbated during the pandemic. A greater focus on the social and 
emotional wellbeing of children is required within policy and practice.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices
ECV2022-238 - Participation in community activities for children with 
complex communication needs

Aim: This presentation aims to identify the current knowledge base regarding 
participation in community activities for children with and without disabilities, and 
specifically children with CCN.

Conclusions: Every child has the right to develop skills, a sense of belonging, 
and friendships through community activities. With more understanding of the 
experiences and barriers to participation, community activities can be inclusive 
communication environments for all.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices
ECV2022-245 - Maternal overcontrol and young children’s internalising 
problems in China: The roles of social competence and teacher-child conflict

Aim: The goal of the current study was to examine a theoretical model linking 
maternal overcontrol, children’s social competence, teacher-child conflict and 
children’s internalising problems in the context of China.

Results: The results show that: (a) maternal overcontrol indirectly predicted 
children’s internalising problems through its negative association with the child’s 
social competence; and (b) the indirect effect was moderated by teacher-child 
conflict, such that the higher level of teacher-child conflict exacerbated the negative 
effect of maternal overcontrol on children’s social competence.

Conclusions: Children’s social competence mediated the effect of maternal 
overcontrol on children’s internalising problems, and teacher-child conflict 
reinforces this negative effect.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices

ECV2022-246 - COVID-19 affects parent-child relationships and preschoolers’
social adaptation in China

Aim: This study examined the association between parent-child relations and 
preschoolers’ behaviour problems in the context of COVID-19. Specifically, the 
study investigated the effect of parent-child conflicts on the development of 
children’s behaviour problems when the city was under lockdown.

Conclusions: COVID-19 is a major stressor for families. This work confirmed the 
increase in the expectation of parent-child conflicts among preschool children 
during the COVID-19 period which influenced children’s social adaptation in all 
aspects. Therefore, specific interventions are needed to prevent parent-child 
conflict relationship and improve children’s adaptation during the COVID19 
pandemic.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices
ECV2022 - 253 - Childcare centres in urban areas of Bangladesh: A case 
study

Aim: This case study was undertaken to explore access to, quality and vision of 
children’s childcare centres’ services in an urban area in Bangladesh.

Results: … The study found evidence of a positive association between quality and 
children’s learning outcomes. However, the research identified areas of difficulty, 
including a lack of teacher specialisation with early childhood education 
qualifications, limited facilities for outdoor activities, no systematic documentation, 
and a lack of governmental early childhood development (ECD) initiatives for 
middle-income families’ children.

Conclusions: The demand for childcare centres in urban areas for middle-income 
families seems to be creating a paradigm shift in the field of ECD in Bangladesh. 
Therefore, quality care is needed for children’s education, health, and well-being.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices
ECV2022 – 268 - Parents’ perspectives on ECEC and family wellbeing during 
the COVID-19 pandemic in Victoria, Australia

Aim: This qualitative study aimed to examine parents’ perspectives of their 
engagement with ECEC services and the wellbeing of their family during the COVID-
19 pandemic in Victoria, Australia.

Results: The following key themes were conceptualised using a reflexive thematic 
approach: impacts of disrupted ECEC access on family relationships; child and 
parent wellbeing; loss of ECEC community impacting family wellbeing; effective 
ECEC engagement and support of families and children during the pandemic; and 
increased appreciation of ECEC as an essential service for families.

Conclusions: Although the pandemic created significant challenges impacting the 
wellbeing of many families, it also highlighted the critical role ECEC plays in families’ 
lives.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices
ECV2022 – 281 - Partnering with families to pursue Sustainable Development 
Goals: Screening for unmet social needs in paediatric speech-language 
pathology
Aim: To examine the need, feasibility and acceptability of speech-language 
pathologists (SLPs) implementing a systematic, routine, unmet social needs 
identification and referral pathway, as a means of promoting health equity.

Results: … 31 of the 289 (11%) reporting concerns about unmet social needs 
including household bills, childcare, employment, food, and parent/carer education . 
Most of these families, 26 of 31 (84%), requested referral to, or information about, 
local community services/resources. SLPs reported high levels of acceptability (93%) 
and feasibility (98%).

Conclusions: This study demonstrates the need, feasibility and acceptability of SLPs 
implementing an unmet social needs identification and referral pathway, and the 
potential to scale this initiative across other speech-language pathology services and 
allied health contexts.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices
ECV2022 – 288 - Supporting children’s recovery from bushfires

Aim: To explore perspectives of children and key adults in their lives who were 
affected by the 2019/2020 bushfires regarding the impact of the RFW BRP on 
children’s health, wellbeing, and development.

Results: Children learned to trust adults, express their views and share experiences 
through connection in a group context, understand they are not alone in their 
thoughts and experiences, and cope with emotional reactions and change. Moving 
on from the bushfire and marking time was another key theme. Some children 
wanted to learn more about coping strategies and managing emotions. 

Conclusions: Children require appropriate support following bushfires to process their 
experiences and facilitate a trajectory of recovery. Community-based psychosocial 
interventions such as the RFW BRP can provide effective support for children to 
enhance their ability to cope with changes and emotional reactions following bushfire.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices

ECV2022 – 291 - Upskilling Community Champions to support service 
access

Aim: To increase knowledge and access of local services, through upskilling 
passionate and well connected community members.

Conclusions: Supporting community members to become Community 
Champions has resulted in increased knowledge and leadership capacity within 
the community. This has provided an opportunity for families to access services 
and work in partnership with services to address gaps in the system for 
improved outcomes for children and families.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices
ECV2022 – 300 - Methods in studying communication development of 
immigrant and refugee children: A scoping review

Aim: This scoping review was designed to answer the following question: what 
methods are used when studying the communication development of children from 
families with an immigrant and refugee background who may not speak the majority 
language?

Results: A total of 5,642 studies were imported for screening. Preliminary results 
indicate that most studies only include methods to gather the voices of immigrant and 
refugee children and families when they are proficient in the majority language. We 
will present a reflective approach to consider how to build a more inclusive research 
program. 

Conclusions: As decision makers aim to make evidence-based decisions, the lack of 
inclusive research methods to acknowledge all children’s and families’ voices can 
lead to inequities in policies and practice.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices
ECV2022 – 308 - Parents’ experiences and expectations of children’s transition 
to the first year of primary school after the COVID-19 pandemic

Aim: This qualitative study set out to explore parents’ experiences and expectations 
related to children’s transition to primary school. It also analysed parents’ challenges 
in supporting children’s transition.

Results: The results of this study found that parents had mixed feelings about 
sending their children to primary school and learning face-to-face. Parents expected 
that children would receive quality education, catch up learning, and have some 
friends at school. The findings also showed excitement as well as mothers’ concerns 
about whether their children could optimally learn at school.

Conclusions: The findings suggest different factors influence parents’ expectations 
and feelings in facilitating children’s transition to school after the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices
ECV2022 – 309 - Consistent and persistent: Parents’ voices for successful 
home language maintenance

Aim: To understand successful experiences of home language maintenance of 
Vietnamese-Australian families.

Results: … Families’ strategies for successful language maintenance included 
speaking Vietnamese all the time, teaching Vietnamese directly using textbooks and 
indirectly through regular activities including book reading, daily interactions, and 
watching Vietnamese TV. Parents’ recommendations focused on changes in 
language education policy and advocacy, better resources, and raising awareness of 
the benefits of home language maintenance.

Conclusions: This study provides insights into the successful experience of home 
language of Vietnamese-Australian families and can be used by multilingual families, 
policy makers, educators, speech-language pathologists and other professionals to 
support home language maintenance.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices
ECV2022 – 310 - Digital child and digital parenting during the COVID-19 
lockdown

Aim: This study explored how Chinese young children use and interact with digital 
devices at home, and how their parents viewed and mediated early digital use during 
the COVID-19 lockdown.

Results: … Parents mainly perceived parental roles as guides (35.84%) and 
supervisors (32.04%) and adopted four digital parenting approaches: supervision, 
active mediation, restrictive mediation, and co-use or co-view.

Conclusions: Chinese young children had access to various digital technologies at 
home. Child age, location and family annual income, home digital resources, parental 
beliefs, and parental mediation could significantly predict young children’s digital 
literacy. Chinese parents held mixed views of early digital use, and they adopted four 
typical approaches: supervision, active mediation, restrictive mediation, and co-use 
or co-view

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Families' voices
ECV2022 – 312 - Supporting motor skill development: Parent and carer 
perspectives

Aims: To outline parent and carer perspectives on available resources and supports 
used to assist their understanding of child motor skill development. To identify if 
parents and carers feel confident in being able to tell if their child is having difficulty 
with their motor skill development. To determine where parents and carers turn to for 
support when they have a concern regarding their child’s motor development and if 
they feel their access to these services is adequate.

Conclusions: Most parents and carers feel confident in being able to identify if their 
child needs support with their motor development; however, less than half of all 
respondents reported receiving any support or education from health care workers. 
With only half of all respondents believing that the services available to them are 
adequate for their family, further work needs to be done by health care providers to 
ensure parents and carers have timely access to information and services regarding 
child development across Australia, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Play-based learning

205, 216, 223, 226, 230, 239, 243, 248, 266, 269, 271, 277, 279

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Play-based learning

ECV2022-205- What makes intentional teaching intentional? Intentionality 
and the active decision-making process in intentional teaching 

A rapid literature review was undertaken to examine studies related to 
intentional teaching in early childhood contexts published in English between 
2010–2022. 

Conclusions: Intentional teaching can thus be conceptualised as part of 
educators’ professional identity, allowing them to have ongoing teaching 
intentionality in the learning environment and to create an intentional 
curriculum that balances child-initiated, guided and adult-directed learning in 
children’s play.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Play-based learning

ECV2022-216- Supporting learning and transition to school for Ezidi refugee 
children in a rural Australian city

Aim: This planned study addresses the urgent need to support Ezidi
children’s learning, transition to school, and social engagement with the 
wider Armidale community. It focuses on building Ezidi parents’ capacity to 
prepare their children for school and build a sense of belonging among Ezidi
children in their new community.

Conclusions: This presentation will explore the literature review, the 
partnership with the New England Family Support Service and the Ezidi
community, and some reflections about applying for ethics approval
when working with a vulnerable community.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Play-based learning

ECV2022-223- Examining the process of science concept formation in infancy 
and toddlerhood: A cultural historical exploration

Aim: To build our understanding in this largely unknown area of science 
education, a study was conducted to explore how children, during infancy and 
toddlerhood, form science concepts through their imaginary play (within the 
context of their everyday educational reality).

Conclusions- The findings from the study suggest that the Conceptual 
PlayWorld creates motivating conditions for infants and toddlers in science. 
The Conceptual PlayWorld (CPW) is a collective model of practice that 
supports the learning of science concepts through play.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Play-based learning

ECV2022-226- Preschool children’s views of participating in a case study in 
Iceland

Aim: This paper explores how the children experienced the presence of the 
researchers, their equipment, and the children’s participation in the research.

Conclusions: Children discussed, reflected, and made critical comments about 
their experiences. Children are able participants in research, but at the same 
time, researchers must be careful in their roles and not overstep children’s 
boundaries.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Play-based learning

ECV2022-230- Assessment for playful learning in science

Aim: This research investigated teachers’ assessment practices, and the 
influences on these practices, during the implementation of a suite of playful 
science experiences in long day care and preschool settings in the Northern 
Territory (NT), Australia.

Conclusions: We identified that following children’s interests was associated 
with the absence of systematic assessment of scientific thinking to inform 
planning for learning within the informal curriculum. To promote the 
assessment of children’s capabilities within playful learning, we propose a 
model of assessment for playful learning.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Play-based learning

ECV2022-239- How do infants socialise in groups in long day care centres? 

Aim: To determine how infants communicate and interact with other same-age 
children in group settings

Conclusions: Infant-peer groups (sustain peer group play) are open, flexible 
and dynamic systems consisting of fleeting group processes that involve 
infants changing social positions, breaking interactions between their peers, 
looking to educators, and taking pauses.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Play-based learning

ECV2022-243- Understanding scientific literacy through play-based settings in 
the early years: A critical review 

Aim: A narrative analysis using cultural-historical theory has been applied to 
examine the research literature concerning children’s scientific literacy in early 
years.

Conclusions: The literature review highlights the importance of considering 
children’s social and cultural context through play, which reflects 
children’s own perspectives.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Play-based learning

ECV2022-248- promoting cognitive development through easy, error-tolerant 
playful learning

Aim:  The aim is to spread awareness to promote child-centred playful 
learning through implicit and explicit teaching and present activities to help 
develop cognitive skills in a playful environment in Armenia.

Conclusions:  Our everyday activities are organised in a child-centred 
environment through playful implicit teaching that constantly emphasises the 
development of cognitive abilities in an easy, error-tolerant, emotional, holistic 
way.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Play-based learning

ECV2022-266- “Blast off”: Children’s cognition and imagination about the solar 
system  through STEM-based play 

Aim:  This paper examines how educators created a learning environment and 
an imaginative sphere for children to explore our solar system through 
everyday play

Conclusions: The educators’ intentions were to enhance children’s cognitive 
knowledge to extend their learning about the solar system, where children 
were emotionally engaged in their STEM-based play experience.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Play-based learning

ECV2022-269- Indigenous culture promotes children’s STEAM learning 
through play in early childhood education settings 

Aim:  This research investigated how educators can promote Australian 
Indigenous culture for children’s STEAM learning opportunities through play.

Conclusions:   Children’s STEAM learning can be promoted using traditional 
Indigenous culture as they find learning interesting, valuable, and authentic. If 
children learn to use Indigenous culture to extend their academic knowledge 
from early years through play experience, it will impact positively 
in children’s learning journeys and enrich Indigenous traditional culture

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Play-based learning

ECV2022-271- Playing with digital toys can be part of children’s imaginative 
play worlds

Aim: To investigate how children play with coding devices and creative 
materials together in an imaginative play.

Conclusions: When the children got the opportunity to play freely with the 
digital objects and their own play stages and characters, they collaborated, 
used their imaginations, and showed empathy towards each other. The digital 
play objects became natural parts of play and children’s play narratives. 

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Play-based learning

ECV2022-277- Little architects develop STEM concepts through block play: 
An analysis of everyday play using cultural-historical lens 

Aim: The key purpose of this presentation is to explore adults’ involvement in 
children’s constructive imaginative block play and to identify strategies for 
developing scientific and engineering concepts through play-based learning.

Conclusions: Adults’ active positioning (subjective sense) inside the play 
experiences of children allows the adult to regulate the emotions of the child 
and develop their understanding of scientific and engineering concepts 
(perizevanie) to get ready for future learning.

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Play-based learning

ECV2022-279- Sustainable development through STEM in early childhood 
education: A narrative analysis using cultural-historical theory

Aim: To review the literature to understand the significance and scope of 
STEM education in developing children’s concept of sustainable development 
through everyday experiences.

Conclusions: The findings of the literature review revealed little about how 
children develop their agency regarding sustainable development through 
STEM learning experiences in everyday life. 

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Ideas to prompt group discussion and personal 
reflection on the presentations

1. What new ideas did the presentation raise for you – about 
practice, theory or other approaches? 

2. How might you alter your practice based on what you have 
learned?

3. What’s your one ‘gold nugget’ from this presentation? What 
difference could this make to you?

4. What surprised you?

5. What didn’t you understand? How could you find out more?

Family’s voices and play-based learning 
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Ideas to prompt group discussion and personal 
reflection on the presentations

6. What did you learn about that could inform interprofessional 
work – especially between educators and other professionals?

7. What would you like to know more about? How could you follow 
up on that? Have a look at the websites of the presenters and any 
links that they provided.

8. What ideas or approaches could be applied to your work as a 
team?

9. What short-term goal/s could you develop arising from your 
learning from the presentation and conference as a whole?
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Thank you
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